
Dear Friends, 

 

Hanukah is early this year. 

We hope that you will be 

with us as we celebrate this 

joyous festival during ser-

vices and at the Annual 

Family Hanukah Party 

which will be held this year, Sunday evening, 

December 13. Please watch your mail for 

more details. 

 

Hanukah recalls the miraculous victory of the 

few against the many, and how a little can go 

a long way.  The prophet promised 

 

ñNot by might and not by power, but by My 

spirit said the Lordò 

 

It is a message that we could use today... 

 

 

Israel surrounded by a sea of enemies who 

resent its very existence, the many nations of 

the UN General Assembly who look for 

every excuse to blame Israel, and the list 

could go on and on ... 

 

As we light our Hanukkiya at home, let us 

remember the importance of the power of 

the spirit. A small light can chase much 

darkness. We are the light that have been 

there for our people year after year. We help 

ourselves by helping others. 

 

Please join us on the first Shabbat of  

Hanukah. 

Our guest speaker will be Gil Mann, a com-

munity leader who has written extensively 

on the Jewish Family. 

 

Hag Hanukah Sameah! 

 

1712 Hopkins Crossroad Minnetonka, MN  55305 Tel:  (763) 545-8800  www.shareichesed.org 

Fall Edition ï2009 

Saturday November 21, 

 2009 

 

Guest Speaker Steve Hunegs,  

Executive Director, JCRC  

(See Page 5) 

 

Saturday, December 12,  

2009 

New Members Shabbat 

 

Guest Speaker, Gil Mann,  

President Elect,  

Beth El Synagogue (See  

Page 5) 

 

Sunday, December 13, 2009 

 

Hanukah Partyð 

Watch for flyer with details 
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What I like About Sharei Chesed 
By Susan Wasserman 

.There are three things I like about Sharei 

Chesed, and they are all part of the Shabbat 

experience ... 

 

The walk into the sanctuary, puts 

a smile on your face.  You are  

welcomed and people want to know 

who you are, how you are and are 

pleased to have you as part of the 

congregation.  You are include in 

prayers, encouraged to participate, 

and do not ñget lost in the shuffleò. 

 

 

Rabbiôs discussion about the Torah por-

tion teaches new insights.  I learn some-

thing new each time, and often leave 

with thoughts to ponder and discuss 

later. 

 

The excellent lunch, conversation and 

songs put you in a wonderful frame of 

mind.  Everything served, tastes great 

because of the care taken to present a 

lovely table, in a beautiful setting with a 

mix of interesting people sharing a meal 

and companionship.  And, singing is 

ñgood for the soulò!   



Thereôs a saying that goes 

ñYou canôt, shoulda, 

woulda, couldaòé 

I say you can.  I say we  

indeed shoulda, woulda,  

coulda, but we chose not to. 

 

And the dedication of our 

synagogue proved why.  A 

few years ago when we 

were in the depths of despair, trying to figure 

out which way to go and what to do about 

finding a new home, many solutions pre-

sented themselves. 

 

Do we stay?  Do we build?  Do we rent? Do 

we find a new location?  Do we just split up 

the money among Jewish charities and call it 

quits?  The easiest choice would have been 

to call it quits and give the money to worthy 

charities, thereby ending 100 years of our 

history.  That shoulda, woulda, coulda been 

an easy solution.  Instead, we chose the much 

more difficult choice of finding a place, 

renovating it  and creating a new home. 

 

Our dedication  on October 18th was the  

ultimate conclusion to the coulda, woulda, 

shoulda dilemma.  Walking down the street 

that beautiful Sunday afternoon seemed like 

such a positive affirmation of what we had 

accomplished.  The congregation had ap-

proved, the city had approved , even Ha 

Shem seemed to have blessed the event with 

a smiling sunny disposition. I saw the looks 

that the seniors amongst us gave one another, 

even disbelief that such an event was taking 

place in the open , with pride and happiness. 

For the sen-

iors knew, 

better than 

anyone, that 

such an 

event a gen-

eration ago 

would have 

been sheer 

insanity 

leading to 
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Presidentõs Message - Reflections on Dedication Day 
By Sol Awend 

certain death.  We sang and we marched with po-

lice cars escorting us down Hopkins Crossroad; 

lights flashing in front and back. The Jewish com-

munity was represented, as was the city and our 

friends from the Twin City Fellowship. Mark Still-

man added to the festivities with his accordion.   

 

Reaching our building, we went inside and had our 

guest speakers give short, but meaningful remarks 

that shall be long remembered  for their  

intelligence and wisdom.  We hearkened to the 

past, gave much deserved credit to our forefathers; 

Rabbi Levin, Rabbi Sektor and the early  

pioneers of Sharei Chesed.  We spoke about the 

present accomplishments, and we spoke about the 

future hopes and dreams of being here another 

hundred years.  And then we danced some more, 

everyone getting a chance to waltz around  with 

the Torah, somehow doubling the joy of a  

personal Simchas Torah.  With all that dancing 

came an appetite. 

 

Downstairs Francelyne Lurie and Joy Gordon set a 

festive table fit for royalty; decorated  to the nines. 

Could we have?  Should we have done differently? 

Who is to say.  What we did do was make a  

statement of permanency that will be passed on to 

the next generation. 

 

The tree has been planted; it has taken root. It is 

being nourished by our sunny life events as well as 

being watered by the sad ones . It is now up to all 

of us to take part in caring for our home on a daily 

basis.  Not that we have to be there every day, but 

each one of  us needs to be there some time during 

the week or month,  because without proper  

attention  whatôs the point of all the celebration? 

A hearty Yeshar koach to Rabbi Ettedgui for his 

vision in creating the 

event, and to Susan 

Wasserman for her 

efforts in planning 

and contacting our 

speakers, as well as 

to Conella and Lee 

for their hard work 

behind the scenes... 

Sharei Chesed has 

truly become a place 

like no other. 

Grace Richter, Jacob Mars, Sherm Richter 
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