
As you gather to light  

The menorah each night,  

May this season shine brightly in your hearts 
Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui 

In addition to these existential threats, 

media outlets are joining the Palestinian 

propaganda bandwagon, questioning Is-

raelõs right to live in her land.  This new 

campaign to delegitimize Israel, is carried 

out in different ways on many fronts. A 

basic request by Israel in the negotiations 

for a two state solution, is that the  

Palestinians agree that one state will be 

for the Palestinians and one state for the 

Jews.  President Abbas and his ministers 

refuse to commit to such a statement. 

They want an independent Palestinian 

state, with the hopes that someday, the 

one known as Israel today, will also fall in 
their hands. 

 

The Arab world has already succeeded in 

ethnic cleansing their countries from Jews, 

now they want to rid the Land of Israel of 

any Jewish presence.  That is the  

contemporary Hanukah struggle that we 

face today.  Our hope is that just like our 

people prevailed during the time of the  

Maccabees, the few against the many, as 

symbolized by the light lasting for eight 

days, so it is for us today that Israel will 

prevail. 

 

Wishing you and your dear ones  
 

Dear Members and Friends, 

The month of Tishre and all its holidays is 

behind us, but the memories are fresh in 

our minds. It was good seeing so many 

members and friends at our services, and 

we hope that you will return many times 

before next High Holy Days. 

 

We have welcomed many new members 

and celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, 

Bõnai Mitzvah and Baby Namings.  Thatõs 

what Sharei Chesed is all about. 

 

We have some wonderful news to share 

with you regarding a new endeavor 
- the opening of a Day Care Center at 

Sharei Chesed Congregation. 

Please see the article by Laura Brandys. 

 

Hanukah is fast approaching. The first  

candle this year, will be lit Wednesday  

evening, December 1.  As we recall the 

fight for freedom by the few (Jews) against 

the many (Greeks) during the time of the 

Maccabees, we realize that the same  

struggle is continuing today.  Israel is facing 

a multitude of countries, from near and far, 

whose mission and goal is Israelõs destruc-

tion.  When the Nazis planned their ôFinal 

Solutionó they did it in a way that con-

cealed it from the world,  and especially 

from their victims - the Jews.  Victims by 

the millions, thought that they were being 

evacuated, to new homes or labor camps, 

until it was too late.  Iran, Hizbullah and 

Hamas have no qualms about making 

known their true intentions, the destruc-

tion of the Jewish State... And, the world is 

quiet about these threats. 
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Hag Hanukah Sameah!  Happy Hanukah! 



Shalom Aleichem!! 

 
As I write this article, we are in the 

midst of the month of Cheshvan ð 

the only month in the Jewish calen-

dar with no holidays, festivals or fast 

days.  Itõs almost as if G-d, seeing 

how hard His people prayed during 

the High Holy Days of Tishrei (not to 

mention Sukkot and Simchat Torah) 

said, òYouõve earned a rest.ó  We 

hope you donõt get too comfortable, 

however, as there are a lot of excit-

ing events coming up.  More on that 

later. 

 
It was gratifying to see so many peo-

ple attend Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur services this year ð so many 

that extra chairs had to be set up 

outside the sanctuary proper to ac-

commodate the overflow.  How 

wonderful would it be if we had at-

tendance like that every Shabbat!!  By 

the way, if you have not yet sent in 

your pledges for the annual Yom Kip-

pur Appeal, please do so at your ear-

liest possible convenience.  Your 

contributions to this worthwhile 

cause are greatly appreciated. 

 
As I alluded to earlier, our schedule 

of events is really filling up.  Between 

now and February, Sharei Chesed 

will be hosting 4 special ôfamilyõ Shab-

bat services (with day care facilities 

provided for the younger children), 

3 Bar Mitzvahs, 2 baby namings and 

(back by popular demand) 2 Friday 

night services!!  And, of course, our 

annual Hanukkah dinner.  And we 

would love to see all of you at each 
and every one of these events, be-

cause itõs your participation that 

makes them possible. 

 
Our attendance at weekday Mincha/

Maõariv services has been a little bit 

light as of late.  For those of you 

who can, even 1 day a week makes a 

big difference ð especially to some-

one observing a Yahrzeit. 

 
Despite the bad economy and the 

threats the Jewish people and the 

State of Israel continue to be  

bombarded with, Sharei Chesed  

continues to thrive and grow with 

new members and new programs.  

My personal thanks to all of you who 

offer your time, your efforts, your 

attendance at services, and, of 

course, your monetary contribu-

tions.  Sharei Chesed will always be 

there for you ð and we thank you 

for  
making the effort to be there for 

each other. 

 
BõShalom,Bernie Miller 

Co-Presidentõs Message 
     By Bernie Miller 
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We need volunteers to review our list 
of 574 plaques that have no known 
relative.  Can you help?  The list is al-
phabetical and can be quickly reviewed.  

If you have some  history of the congregation, one 
of our plaque committee members can talk with you 
to document the relative names and contact infor-
mation.  Call the office to receive the list. 
Thanks in advance, from the Plaque Committee. 
 
I took a look at those plaques whose yahrzeits will 
be remembered during Hannukah. 
 
Please help us find a relative or friend who would 
like to sponsor these plaques: 
 
Anna Zidman    1 Tevet 5755 (12/4/94)                 

plaque location 20.3.9 
Edward (Eddie) Waiss  25 Kislev 5752 (12/2/91)  

plaque location 2.5.6 
Morris Silver     2 Tevet 5714 (12/8/53)                 

plaque location 20.4.19 
Alice Berman   28 Kislev 5758 (12/8/77)               

plaque location 2.2.16 

Do you know Anna, Eddie, Morris or Alice?  Or 
their families?   Please let us know during this 
holiday. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Plaque Committee 
 
FYI, here are the some others, without a named 
relative, whose Gregorian date of death was in 
early December, but not coinciding with Hanuk-
kah, this year.  I found these 15 plaques:  Know 
the families of any of these deceased members?? 
 
DECEASED GREGORIAN DATE OF DEATH 
 
Rebecca Sobol         (12/3/51) 
Peter Kovensky        (12/3/68) 
Max Fishman           (12/3/76) 
Nancy Nat                (12/4/77) 
C.H.Goodman          (12/5/51) 
Morris Obelok          (12/6/92) 
Minnie Goodman     (12/7/82) 
Rae Aronsohn           (12/7/66) 
Isaac Jacobs              (12/8/56) 
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Plaque Project Update 
 By Sue Wasserman 

ƧFrustratingó!!  

We arrived back 

to our summer 

rental condo to find the car 

would not start, not with a 

battery jump from the mainte-

nance crewéjust dead, noth-
ing. 

 

A man and woman drove into 

the garage and offered their 

AAA Membership to call for 

help.  First a truck with battery 

charging equipment, then a  

second truck to tow car in for 

repair (ultimately needed a new 

starter motor). 

 

These are people we have never 
met.  They stayed with us and 

confirmed their membership num-

ber was to be used for service.  

Obviously, we were extremely 

grateful. 

So, upon return to the condo 

(after time at the repair shop), we 

went to find the people to again 

express our thanks.  Here is what 

we were toldé.. 

 

óyou  know, the Jewish people 
have an expression, they say you 

do a mitzvahééFYI  we are not 

Jewishéthank you for giving us the 

opportunity to do a mitzvah for 

youó.  

A Sarasota Mitzvah Experience  
 By Sue & Mark Wasserman 



Miriam was born in Frankfurt, Germany.  

She lived there with her parents and 

brother until 1933 when the family  

immigrated to what was then Palestine. 
Her family was typical of many German 

Jews, and they were  culturally very  

assimilated into German society. Never-

theless, as the 

anti-Jewish  

atmosphere in  

Germany inten-

sified, Miriam 

and her brother 

were  

frequently  

harassed and  

bullied in 

school.  After 

she and her 

brother were attacked, the family, being 

staunch Zionists, immigrated to  

Palestine. 

 
Miriam and her family lived in Tel Aviv. 

As a teenager she learned Morse code 

and for a brief time became a messenger 

for the underground Hagganah.  Later, 

she moved to Nahalal, an agricultural 

school, but eventually returned to Tel 

Aviv where she worked in a clinic and 

pharmacy until she joined the British 

Army in 1942. 

 
While in the army, Miriam served in  

Sidon, Lebanon and Suez.  She was  

eventually transferred to Jerusalem 

where she worked in a hospital on  

Mt. Scopus until she was discharged. 
After the war, Miriam went to the  

University of Berne in Switzerland to 

study Pharmacology.  There she met 

her husband, Herbert Jonas, also a  

German refugee, who was studying to 

become a veterinarian.  They  

married in 1949 and moved to the 

USA in 1950. 

 
After living 

briefly in Maine, 

Illinois and  

Missouri, they  

settled in Ft. 

Dodge, Iowa.  

There they 

raised four  

children, and in 

1973 Miriam  

returned to 
school to become a nurse.  She then 

worked as a registered nurse for over 

10 years, before retiring to  

Minneapolis in 1987. 

 
Miriamõs husband Herbert died in 

2005, and Miriam now lives in Edina.  

She has 4 children and 6 grandchil-

dren. 

 
1.Edna Jonas lives in New York. 

2.Debbie and her husband Howard 

Toberman live in Plymouth.  They 

have two daughters, Sari and Amy. 

3.Leonard Jonas, lives in Denver.  He 

has two children, Molly and  

Michael. 

4.Fay and her husband Mitchell Kaye 

live in Minnetonka.  They have two 

children, Jennifer and Aaron. 

Miriam Jonas  - 86th Birthday Celebration  
 By Fay Kaye 
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Candle Lighting 

Times  

Nov 19 4.22 p.m. 

Nov 26 4.17 p.m. 

Dec 3 4:14 p.m. 

Dec 10 4:13 p.m. 

Dec 17 4:14 p.m. 

Dec 24 4:17 p.m. 

Dec 31 4:22 p.m. 

Fall Edition 2010  Page 4 

Miriam with her Brother 

and Father on the balcony 

of their apartment in Tel 

Aviv in t he 1930's  
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Aaron Geller, a member of Sharei Chesed Congre-

gation and its board of directors,  lives in Fargo, 

ND, and weather permitting, he attends services 

and board meetings in our Shul. 

 

Aaron visits frequently the Fargo Hebrew Ceme-

tery. There is a Jewish custom of placing small 
stones on the monuments of family and friends 

when one visits the cemetery. Since it is difficult to 

find small stones or rocks, especially during the 

winter months in Fargoõs cemetery, visitors have 

left pennies or other coins on the monuments. 

Recently, Sharei Chesed received the following let-

ter from Aaron with a check for $18.00  in addition 

to $1.07 in change. We decided to publish his let-

ter as it could serve as an inspiration for us to al-

ways remember those family members and friends 

who are no longer in the land of the living. Their 

memory is kept alive by visitors like Aaron Geller. 

Thank You, Aaron.  Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui 

 

 

I was out on the Fargo Hebrew Cemetery in Fargo 

on  31st Avenue North.  The reform cemetery is 

to the west of the Orthodox, Fargo Hebrew  

Congregation Cemetery.  That all said, I visited my  

Parents, my older brothers and sister (oldest) and 

an uncle, as well as many Jewish congregants I 

knew in Fargo.  I even visited some I really didnõt 

know, but I was asked at  Sharei Chesed one time 

to visit a certain site and now I just include it in my 

other visits.  Many visitors leave stones as  

reminders of visiting a loved one, friend,  

whomever.  In my case, I leave pennies, not many, 

just enough to note my visit.  I always make sure I 

have a supply in my car to do my visiting; 20 cents 

maximum, or more if needed.  Lately, I have no-
ticed quarters, dimes and nickels, and mind you, itõs 

not the value of the coin,  The coin value makes 

little difference; the coin is a kind of stone, a  

reminder that someone visited that grave site. 

One of my thoughts when I started the penny 

thing was; the person who cuts the grass must 

hate those flying stones when hit by the blade of 

the grass cutter if they fall off the headstones.  

Yes, it sometimes happens to coins also, but not 

nearly as often.  Coins lay flat to the ground and 

are relatively made of soft metal, not nearly as 
damaging as rocks or stones of any size that fly 

through the air like a bullet once hit by grass  

cutter blades é Boom!  Chipped stone or even 

worse a visitor gets hit.  Thank òGodó it doesnõt 

happen often, as I am told.  Am I advocating not 

using stones or rocks as a sign of visiting a grave 

site?  òNOó  I am not,.  I would ask that you use 

smaller stones rather than larger stones, about 

the size of your thumb nail if an adult or about 1ó 

in diameter ... big enough to be seen, small 

enough for the soil to swallow when it ends up 

on ground and not become thrown when hit by a 

grass cutter. 

 

One Dollar, Seven Cents, was picked off stones 

before yontif 2010.  What to do with $1.07?   

 

Itõs really not for me.  It was intended as a re-

minder of a visit and can last for many years,  

providing it isnõt removed by someone for  

whatever purpose they would use it for.  I  

removed the coins and replaced it with a kind of 

stone that reminds others of the visit and used a 

formula of my own creation to make a donation 

with whatever is picked off stonesé$1.07  

converts to òCHAIó-$18.  donation from  

descendants of those who visit relatives, friends 

and others at the Fargo Hebrew Congregation 

Cemetery.  In past years it has been donated and 

this time, to Sharei Chesed, not a lot you might 
think; but better than nothing and the dollar and 

the $1.07 is also donated.  The check is for $18 

and change in coin, included with the check, 

Thatõs the way I do it, thatõs how I feel...put it in a 

pushka õtil it grows and buy what you will é 

Quarters, Dimes, Nickels and Pennies ...   
 By Aaron I. Geller  



Our journey of  Gemelus 

Chesed and Sharei Chesed, 

travelled from  812 Girard 

North to Logan Avenue 

North and then to Rhode  

Island in St. Louis Park.  It is 

now time for the final journey 

from St. Louis Park, which 

started in 1965 to the present 

location in Minnetonka. 

 
My last article took us up to 

1965.  We built the building 

on Rhode Island and our con-

gregation was led by Rabbi 

Sektor.  He was a wonderful 

Rabbi.  Our capable member, 

Mr. Louis Miller was here  

during 1979-1990 and has 

been helping to fill in the 

memories.  Louie was coming 

back on the bus one day and 

sat next to Rabbi Sektor.  He 

had a strong accent and was 

hard to understand.  He kept 

saying òBoard de Ecketó.  

Louie just couldnõt under-

stand, but finally, he realized 

that it was the Jewish  

comedian he was referring to.  

Rabbi Sektorõs son lived next 

door to Buddy Hackett.   
Sherm Richter served on the 

Board from 1960-1976 and on 

the esteemed board was our  

present Rabbi Ettedgui.  It was 

about 1979-1980 at that time.  

I was very busy in my business 

and social programs, so I was 

absent during the reign of 

Rabbi Barry Wolf and Sam 

Gordon.    Sam Gordon 
owned a taxi cab and was a 

member of our Shul.  He ran 

the synagogue.  I use to send 

him donations although I  

wasnõt a member.  He worked 

very hard morning to night in 

promoting and keeping the 

synagogue going.  Sam and 

Morey were friends and Sam 

used to pick up Morey in his 

cab and took him to lots of 

Bnai Mitzvah, Morey recalls 

 
In about 1982-1983 timeframe, 

Sally Goldstein and I called 

Rabbi Barry Wolf, who was on 

the Board, and together, we 

got money collected to open a 

home for handicapped chil-

dren.  Barry Wolf worked in 

the Stillwater prison as a spiri-

tual leader for Jewish people 

and when we called him for 

help, he quit his job and was 

here in 48 hours to help us 

open a home.  Morey use to 

sit with him in his house for 

hours and hours to prepare 

for opening this home.  It was 

strictly to be a group home 

for Jewish children and unfor-

tunately, the State didnõt want 

this. 

 
Sherman Richter returned to 

the Sharei Chesed in 1992 and 

the Congregation was led by 

Shalom Markovitz, who worked 

real hard to keep the synagogue 

going for many years.  The Sharei 

Chesed in those years became  

another Heimeshe house of  

worship.  I served on the Board 

under Herb Jonas, followed by 
Berle Richman and then by Sol 

Awend. 

 
I was President of the Menõs Club 

and I took over for Willy Salloway, 

who I think ran the best menõs club 

we ever had.   

 
I got off the Board and some of our 

esteemed board members came on

-board.  We had some hard work-

ing ladies like  Francelyne Lurie and 

Myrna Orensten, who worked with 

Rabbi Ettedgui and Sol Awend.  We 

have a new synagogue in  

Minnetonka now, with the help of 

Richard Lurie.  We have to men-

tion the beautiful carpentry on the 

Bima made by Maurice Ettedgui.  

Thanks to all the minyan guys, 

Tsukerman, Zilberman, Grinberg, 

Louie and Morey Miller, 

 
We are blessed with the Awend 

Family and the new grand daughter.  

They will help make our building a 

synagogue.  It looks like the congre-

gation will go on for another 100 

years, because we have Jacob Mars, 

Jerry Kern, Joy Gordon, Cindy 

Neff, Sue and Mark Wasserman, 

Josh & Robyn Awend, Berek & 

Amanda Awend, and the old board.  

I know that Jacob will be writing 

about our history in future years.  I 
want to thank my wife Grace for 

allowing me to serve on the Board 

Continuing History of the Shul  
 By Sherm Richter 
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during some difficult years.  I am sure Sol feels 

the same way about Susan.  I know we have the 

best two workers in Cindy and Momy in  

handling our Kiddushim.  I know the congrega-

tion will be in good hands under Bernie Miller 

and Terry Schwartz as the new Presidents.  We 

have to thank some of our members who have  
contributed, like Frank Schochet, Mort Leder, 

Gregory Gittsovich, and Boris Gerber.  Of 

course, we have a great office staff with Rabbi 

Ettedgui, in Lee Reinharz and Conella Genser.  I 

Continuing History of Shul é by Sherm Richter 
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hope to be reading many future newsletters about 

our new synagogue. 

 
We are all wishing you the same happiness for the 

next 100 years, that we have all known in the 

synagogue history. 

 

Sherm Richter 

1st Bar Mitzvah  - 1937, Age 13 

2nd Bar Mitzvah  - 2007, Age 83 

Richard Woldorsky Plants Willow Trees at Sharei Chesed  
 By Sol Awend           
      

KOSHER WILLOWS FOR SUKKOT 

 
With all the lakes and rivers in our 

area, it is still difficult to find kosher 

willows to be used with the Lulav and 

Etrog during Sukkot and on Hoshanah 

Rabba. 

 
Thanks to our new member Richard 

Woldorsky, a landscaping specialist 

with Bachman, for two Kosher Wil-

lows bushes which he has planted on 

our property.  In the coming years, we 

hope to have our own willows to use 

during the Festival of Sukkot. 

 
Our thanks and appreciation to  

Richard, who donated the plants and 

planted them in memory of his Aunt 

Rose. 
 

Camden with Baby  

Sister, Ayla Paper 
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An area the size of a city block 

had cost the 124th Infantry  

Regiment 60 men killed and 120 

wounded.  Among those brave 

heroes was Captain (Chaplain) 

Aquinas J. Colgan, U.S. Army, 

and Sharei Chesedõs 

Lewis Miller.  The battle 

of Mindanao was fought 

by United States forces 

and allied Filipino  

guerillas against the  

Japanese from 10 March  

-  15 August 1945, at  

Mindanao Island in the 

Philippine Archipelago.  

It was a series of actions 

designated as Operation 

VICTOR V, and part of the  

campaign for the liberation of 

the Philippines during WWII. 

 
Mindanaos Coastline was long 

and irregular, very rugged and 

mountainous.  Rain forests and 

numerous crocodile infested 

rivers covered the terrain;, the 

rest was either lake, swamp or 

grasslands and dense groves of 

Abaca trees, a source of hemp 

fiber.  Men suffered the worst of 

obstacles, their vision was  

limited and strength was sapped 

as the soldiers had to force their 

way through.  In the abaca trees, 

there was never more than 10 

feet of visibility and no breeze 

could penetrate the overpower-

ing heat.  More Americans and 

Japanese men fell prostrate from 

the overpowering heat than  

bullets exploding through the 

air! 

 
Col. Edward M. Starr led the 

124th Infantry Regiment on  

were flying all over like raindrops and 

the Japanese were shooting at him from 

behind.  Every time the bombs would 

go off in the air, he was lifted off the 

ground until his ear drum was finally 

shatteredó.  He was almost captured, 

but never hit, by the Grace of God.  

Father Colgan comforted the unit day 

and night.  òEvery nightõs a New Yearõs 

Eve.  Every day is a  paydayó, he said.  

He used ration boxes as makeshift  

alters when he held services.  The 

threat of snipers was always imminent 

and some services took as long as 3 

hours because of  interruptions. 

 

The Japanese troops were entrenched 

in well-prepared and completely  

camouflaged spider-type pillboxes with 

connecting tunnels.  These lined both 

sides of the dirt road of Sayre Highway.  

The advancing American soldiers would 

pass within a few feet of the pillboxes 

and not see them.  The Japanese would 

let them pass and then jump up behind 

them and shoot at the unsuspecting 

American troops.  Cries for medics 

could be heard everywhere, and the 

corpsmen of the 124th Medical  

Detachment dashed into the woods to  

Battle of Mindanao  /  Lewis Miller  

Kibawe town on Hwy 1, some 40 

miles in distance, since 27 April 

1945.  The first monsoon rains 

started creating havoc on the  

advance, but they reached Kibawe 

and fought from 3-11 May.  There 

was worse  

Japanese resis-

tance because of a 

Japanese supply 

trail that  twisted 

and turned south.  

About 1,000  

Japanese held the 

trail.  On May 6th, 

the 124th Infantry 

Regiment  

continued to move 

up Sayre Highway, in one of its 

toughest fights of the Mindanao  

campaign.  

 
This 6-day battle of brutal struggle 

never made any headlines, but for 

the soldiers who fought there, their 

patch of rainforest will be forever 

known as  òColgan Woodsó.    

Standing only 5õ8ó tall, Father Colgan 

seemed small in stature, with wire-

rimmed glasses and his steel helmet.  

Through his actions and heart 

though, he was the strength of the 

entire unit, a giant.  Colgan was born 

on Chicagoõs South side, was street 

smart and full of wit and humor.  His 

journey at Mindanao led to his 

death, but it altered the lives of his 

men forever.  Lewis Miller fondly 

and humbly remembers him. 

 
Daily, there was rain and fog.  It was 

very difficult to get supplies and they 

even had to carry the dead and 

wounded when the unit advanced,  

because it was impossible to  

evacuate them.  Louie said, òbullets 

Father Colgan, right, with  

unidentified GI, on a break  
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evacuate the wounded.  They too, were shot down.  

òThose are my boys in there, Chaplain Colgan  

exclaimed.  They need me.  I should be with themó.  

He walked right into the woods and encountered a 

wounded man.  Suddenly he was hit in the  

shoulder, but continued to crawl 

through the underbrush until he 

reached the wounded medic 

lying in a shell hole.  A moment 

later, a burst of  

machine gun fired and killed  

Colgan instantly.   

 
The woods were finally taken 

after 6 days of mortar fire,  

dive-bombing by Marine aircraft 

dropping high explosives and 

daily infantry assaults.  The 149th 

Field Artillery managed to get 

within range on May 12th, and 

after an intense heavy curtain of 

artillery fire directly in front of 

the troops to screen and protect 

them, the 2nd Battalion, along with Company L,  

finally pushed through shrapnel-shredded woods. 

Battle of Mindanao  /  Lewis Miller Continued ...  

When casualties were retrieved from the woods and 

Father Colgan was found, his arms still embraced the 

medic he had tried to save.  Yes, Miller exclaimed, 

òThis will always be remembered as ôColgan Woodsõ.  

There was no such thing as an atheist in a fox hole, and 

when a man found himself alive in the 

morning, he gave thanks to God for being 

alive another dayó.  Thoughts of his family, 

home and the synagogue kept him going. 

 
Some 22,000 Japanese men surrendered in 

the end, which well signaled the total  

liberation of the Philippines.  Some 10,000 

Japanese troops were killed, some 7,000 

were wounded and another 8,000 suc-

cumbed to 

 starvation and disease.  During the entire 

Pacific  

theater Campaign only 820 Americans were 

killed and 2,880 wounded.  The result, òAn 

Allied Victoryó.  Lewis Miller  

Reflections on the High Holy Days Services 
 By Aaron Geller  

This year like last year was a learning  

experience.  I enjoy services and through what 

Rabbi Ettedgui and others say, I learn a little 

more each year.  The comparison of the Chinese 

years in comparison to the Jewish year and the 

humor of not having Chinese food for that many 

years was humorous (referring to the eating at 
those places on Christmas when all Christian 

restaurants are closed...). 

 
The presentation given on Yom Kippur  

before Yiskor was tremendous.  It seemed to 

touch the whole congregation and they were  

impressed.  As a person who has heard thousands 

of speeches, it was right at the top .  It met its 

mark and made, I believe, an impact on the  

audience. 

 
The cantor and Bernie and his ògirlsó did a fabulous 

job also and should be complimented in making 

each service an experience to want to come back 

to.  I compliment them! 



Page 10 
Fall Edition 2010  

World War II caused 

Lowry to greatly expand 

its facilities in order to 

train bomber aircrews 

along with a large number 

of other technical  

specialists.  Morey Miller 

had previously been in the 

National Guard, but 

joined the Air Corp.  He 

was assigned to Lowry Field, Colorado as 

Head of Topography Training for all 

branches of the Military and was a Master 

Topographer. 

 
He used Piper Cub, B-17 Bombers, Stinson 

Reliant Planes and Fighter Planes as part of 

his training of other soldiers.  U. S. pilots 

embarked on hundreds of reconnaissance 

flights, aboard the same bombers releasing 

bombs, however instead of launching 

bombs, they shot photographs which  

provided vital information in war strategy.   

 

It is possible that one of the maps that 

Morey did was in one of the invasion areas 

in Europe. 

Morey Miller, Master Topographer  
      

It was about 1942 timeframe and Morey 

was called into his Commander, Colonel 

Dave Petersonõs office.  He was scared to 

death, wondering what trouble he was in.  

As he entered the room, the Colonel said, 

òUnpack your bagsó, and threw promotion 

stripes at him.  He got a promotion and 

was a topographer in the Aerial Recon for 

the next 5 years. 

 

Morey got a bad infection along with some 

others by infected oxygen masks in  

airplanes.  He became very ill and spent 

three weeks in the hospital there, and was 

given extended medical leave..  His second 
day home, Mark Hurd Aerial Photography 

called him and offered him a temporary job.  

Mark was a Colonel in the Civil Air Patrol, 

attached to the Air Corp.  He said he could 

get Morey a commission of  1st Lt, and 

transfer to the Civil Air Patrol, part of the 

Army Air Corp in Minneapolis.  Morey  

accepted and stayed as 1st Lt until they 

were disbanded after the war. 

 

 

After the war, 

Morey became a 1st 

Lt. Police Officer 

Morey is on the left at the Lyndale Avenue Schul 

Masks used in Bomber planes 

Morey did topogra-

phy in RAF-B-17õs 

Piper Cub 1940-
courtesy of Depart-
ment of Defense 

Some of Moreyõs 
topography was done 
in fighter planes  
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Childrenõs Corner 
     

Cardboard Tube Menorah  
Contributed by Elaine Bieber 

 
 

 
You Need:   

Eight Empty Toilet Paper Tubes 

One Empty Paper Towel Tube 

Holiday Wrapping Paper 

Yellow Tissue Paper 

Silver Glitter Glue 

White Glue 

Instructions:  
Cover tubes with wrapping paper. Decorate 
with Silver Glitter Glue. Glue tubes together, 
side-by-side with the large one in the middle. 
Cut 6" squares of yellow tissue paper. "Light" 
your candle by bunching up a piece of tissue 
paper and placing it in the top of the card-
board tube. 

 Extra Extra Read All About It!   
Sharei Chesed Synagogue is excited to invite 

you to attend a Young Family Service for 

children ages 0 - 6 on  

Saturday, November 20th 2010, at 10:30 a.m.  

                                   
Join Suzie Nemer for a fun filled  

interactive program where we will sing, 

dance and act out a special Shabbat story.  

                                  

We look forward to welcoming you to our 

community and hope you can stay for a Kid-

dush luncheon which will  

follow the service.  

Sharei Chesed Congregation:  1712 Hopkins 

Crossroad, Minnetonka, MN  55305  

Contact:  Lee Reinharz; (763) 545 -8800 for 

Registration  

http://www.makingfriends.com/menorahtp.htm


Boy Scouts of America  -  To The Jewish Community  
 By Richard Shmikler    (952) 836-9305 

       rshmikler@gmail.com  
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Hello, I would like to wish you all a happy and 

healthy New Year, la shana tova!  Let me in-

troduce myself; my name is Richard Shmikler 

and I am working on my Eagle project.  I went 

to the 100-year anniversary 

jamboree in Virginia this year 

with a Jewish Contingent of 

100 Jewish young men.  

There were over 45,000 

other scouts there!  It was 

such a great experience to 

share Jewish traditions with 

other Jewish and non-Jewish 

scouts at the jamboree.  Be-

cause I am a member of a Jewish troop, I have 

been able to earn my religious emblems.  I 

recently learned that very few Jewish scouts 

are in a Jewish troop or pack and have had an 

opportunity to earn their religious emblems.  

I wish that more Jewish scouts could have the 

opportunity to be a part of a Jewish troop or 

pack. 

 
Being a scout has given me so many great  

opportunities to give service to my city.  The 

last six years, I have been able to put flags on 

the graves of Jewish veterans.  Without 

scouts, this would not have occurred and I 

wouldnõt have been able to do my duty to 

honor our veterans.  One of the other  

service projects I enjoyed was singing  

Chanukah songs at the Shalom home.  

These are just a few of the great things I 

have been able to do by belonging to a 

Jewish Scouting troop. 

 
Now, itõs my turn to lead a project.  I 

am doing a project for the Jewish  

Historical Society of the Upper  

Midwest and also for the Jewish com-

munity at large.  I am collecting  

research on Jewish scouting in the  

surrounding areas and creating an archive for 

the Jewish Historical Society of the  

Upper Midwest.  I then hope to have a gala to 

present to the community; both its  

history and the impact Jewish scouting has had 

on the twin cities.  Part of this will be collecting 

documents, objects, testimonials, and oral  

histories from old members of scouting troops.  

I will be conducting  interviews for the JHSUM.  

If you or anyone you know has any informa-

tion, documents, articles, or stories to tell 

about Jewish scouting, please contact me. 

 

New Hebrew Classes at 

Sharei Chesed 
 

Did you know that we have an expert  

Hebrew language teacher on our staff? 

 
Uri Koppel teaches conversational Hebrew 

(Ulpan) as well as Hebrew Reading for the 

purpose of saying the prayers in Hebrew and 

understanding what they mean. 
Sign up for Ulpan or Hebrew reading. You 

will be pleased by the rapid progress. 

 

Details on Page 20. 

New Baby Sitting Service at 

Sharei Chesed 

Sharei Chesed is pleased to announce that baby 

sitting will be available during Shabbat services 

so that parents can attend and enjoy Shabbat 

services and luncheons. 

 
The baby sitting will be available during our 

new Shabbat Family service to be held once a 

month. The family service begins at 9:30 and 

ends by 11:30 am. 

 
Here are the dates of upcoming Shabbat Family 

Services when baby sitting will be available.  See 

Page 13 for schedule.  Children ages Infants to 

6 yrs old may participate.  We thank Laura 

Brandys for offering this service to our shul. 



Two Lives, One Story  
 By Morris Miller  

after High School 
We ended up in the same Air Corps camp in 
Lowry Field, Colorado and had the same Instruc-
tors, at the same time 
We had the same Basic Training, stayed in the 
same hotel and ate in the same restaurants, at 
the same time 
We both witnessed a huge snake biting the head 
of an 18 year old and no one could pull the snake 
off his head ð I was only 5 feet away at the time 
and so was he. 
We both witnessed an airplane crashing into the 
Mess Hall, at the same time 
For 1 ¼ years we experienced all the same 
things in the same camp ð he a Mechanic and I in  
Aerial Recon. 
 

WE NEVER KNEW EACH OTHER 

 

Bud and I have been neighbors for 45 years 
now!  Weõve regularly enjoyed conversations over 
the years.  One day he said, òMorris, letõs have 
lunchó.  So, I said, òSure, Iõll wear my Air Corp 
Capó.  He said, òSo, will Ió.  Thatõs how it all be-
gané 
 
We sat there having lunch and one thing after an-
other came out in the conversation.  Heõd say one 
thing and I would nearly fall out of my seat in reali-
zation and amazement.  Then, Iõd say another and 
heõd have the same reaction.  One by one, the 
story unraveled. 
Here are the facts: 
 

I was in the National Guard and later transferred 
into the Air Corps 
Bud enlisted in the Air Corps right  
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Calendar of Upcoming Events at Sharei Chesed 

By Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui 

Saturday, October 30  - Baby Naming,, Josh 

and Robyn Awend (Baby Sitting Service Available) 

 
Saturday, November 6  -  Baby Naming, Ayla 

Paper and Miriam Jonasõ Birthday 

 
Saturday, November 13  -  Bar Mitzvah  -  

Mark Kerbel 

 
Friday, November 19  -  Friday Night Service 

and Shabbat Dinner  6:30 p.m.  (Baby Sitting Ser-

vice Available) 
Saturday, November 27  -  Bar Mitzvah  -  

Mark Daniels 
Sunday, December 5  -  5:30 p.m.  -  Annual 

Hanukah Family Dinner and Party 

 
Saturday, December 18  -  Family Service 

(Baby Sitting Available) 

Saturday, January 15  -  Bar Mitzvah  - Ethan 

Carrier 

 
Saturday, January 22  -  Family Service &  

TuõBishvat Seder (babysitting available) 



Sunday, November 7th, 2:00 p.m.:  

There's a wonderful concert 

event at the SABES JCC. The 

MINNEAPOLIS YIDDISH VINKL 

is bringing in Klezmer Violinist, 

Yale Strom and his wife, vocalist, 

Elizabeth Schwartz.  They will 

appear in concert to help cele-

brate the Chai (18th) year of the 

Yiddish Language group.  You do 

not need to speak Yiddish to  

enjoy this dynamic duo--music is 

the universal language. 

  
Strom is also a celebrated composer, film-

maker, author, photographer and  

playwright.  He has traveled extensively  

researching Klezmer and Rom (gypsy) music 

in Central, Eastern Europe and 
the  Balkans.  He has dedicated the focus of 

his work TO preserving the musical  

traditions of our Jewish culture, as well as 

putting a new spin on old tunes. 

  
Elizabeth performs regularly to sold out 

 audiences ranging from jazz clubs to  

synagogues to concert halls.  She performs 

with her husband's group, The Hot Pstromi's, 
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Community Events 
    By Annalee Odessky,  

She is the subject of a movie, "Romania,  

Romania" and wrote, produced and 

has her own vocals on the 
documentary, "L'Chayim, Comrade 

Stalin!" 

 
Tickets are $5.00. A light dessert 

reception follows. You are warmly 

welcomed to hear these 

fascinating and versatile artists.  

  
Sunday December 12, 10:00 

a.m . at the Sabes JCC, the Yiddish 

Vinkl meets for a "bisl lachen un a 

bisl zingen".  (a little laughter and a little  

singing).  There will be a vocabulary lesson 

with Markle Karlen, readings by Vinkl  

members, piano music with Rita Lusky and 

singing with Jerry Siegel. Chairpersons are 

Annalee Odessky and Marty Bush.  It is free 

to Vinkl members or $3.00 per meeting.  

 
The Vinkl website is: 

www.minneapolisyiddishvinkl.com 

 
Questions can be directed to Annalee at  

952-544-5423.  

Free books and 

music to nurture 

Jewish families  -  From 

Harry and Sandy Lerner, 

the Minneapolis Jewish 

Federation and Jewish 

family and Childrenõs  

Service of Minneapolis 

 

A Gift for their future. 

 

Sign Up Today 

 
www.familyandparenting 

ctr.org 

 

www.pjlibrary.org 

 

http://www.minneapolisyiddishvinkl.com

