
We are in 

the midst of 

the ôthree 

weeksõ, 

known in 

Yiddish as 

the ôdrei 
vochenõ and in Hebrew 

as ôBein Hametzarimõ a 

sad period in the Jewish 

calendar, ending with 

Tisha BõAv, the Fast of 

Av, which begins 

Wednesday evening, July 

29.  As you will notice in 

this issue, we are hosting 

Adath Jeshurun and 

Mayim Rabim for the 

evening services.  Please 

come and reflect on this 

saddest day of the year.  

Rabbi Harold Kravitz of 

Adath Jeshurun, will lead 

the discussion on the 

meaning of this day. 

 

Sharei Chesed is open 

year round.  Our new 

home has served as an 

intimate and inspiring 

venue for services as well 

as for celebrating and  

observing life cycle events 
of our members.  We 

joined as a community to 

celebrate birthdays,  

anniversaries, a Bris, Bar 

Mitzvah, Aufruf; and we 

remembered loved ones 

at Shloshim and yahrzeits 

and brought comfort to 

bereaved families for the 

loss of loved ones.  We 

have had interesting 

speakers from the com-

munity and from the  

University of Minnesota 

with whom we discussed 

current issues and 

learned some fascinating 

stories.  We are  

convinced that the move 
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to our new home was the right decision and 

has been instrumental in our growth and the 

increase in participation in Shabbat services.  

Make a special effort to come, and donõt wait 

ôtill the High Holy Days which by the way, are 

almost here é 

 

I look forward to seeing you soon . . . 

 

 

A Message From Our President ...  

Dear Fellow Congregants é 

 
Weõre half way through summer 

and Sharei Chesed seems to be 

flourishing before our eyes é  

For a while many of you were 

asking about the memorial 

plaques and when they would be 

installed.  Well, I am happy to report they are 

blossoming as I write.  Thanks to the efforts of 

the Rabbi, Maurice Ettedgui, Momy and Cindy 

Benzaquen, most of the plaques have been in-

stalled all around the sanctuary.  Also, Maurice 

installed two Torah holders in place, with plans 

to reinstall the beautiful  rounded wooden 

doors from the original Ark. 

Mourning 

the de-
struction 
of the 

Temple, 
Jerusalem 
2006.  
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The kitchen is up and runningñspecial thanks to 

Dimitry.  We now have bathrooms on our main 

floor and the elevator is working é what more 

could you ask for?  Air conditioning?  Bring a 

sweater é 

 

It was a special treat last year, when Amanda 

Awend and her mother, Cheryl Lane, led the Fri-

day night service in our new Shul.  We are happy 

that Cheryl and her husband Stan of Nashville will 

be visiting with us again on Friday, July 31, 2009.  

Cheryl and Amanda will lead the Kabbalat Shabbat 

and Friday night service.  Added attractions this 

year include:  Music and songs led by Amanda and 

Berek Awend prior to the service.  Following the 

Shabbat dinner, Robyn and Josh Awend will re-

port on their recent trip to the Czech Republic 

and Lithuania. 

 

Weõve been getting a lot of new faces at services, 

and our Shabbat lunches are becoming legendary, 

thanks to the generosity and help from Frank 

Schochet, Franceyline and Dick Lurie, Norma 

Wilensky and a donor who wishes to remain 

anonymous.  As always, the doorõs always open 

and weõd love to see you. 

 

Sharei Chesed:  Itõs like no other place! 

Sol Awend 

If I forget 

you, O 

Jerusalem, 

let my 

right hand 

forget its 

cunning. 
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Jerusalem 
Synagogue 

Prague 

Robyn and Josh Awendõs Prague/Vilnus 

Trip  

 

During the Friday night dinner, Robyn and Josh 

Awend will report on their recent trip to the 

Czech Republic and Lithuania, where they vis-

ited the remaining Jewish places of what was 

once a center of Jewish life.  They will share 

photos with us from the world renown Prague  

synagogue.  Robyn, an accomplished artist, 

who is deeply interested in Hebrew lettering 

and printing, visited with Josh the City of Vil-

nus, famous for its scholars and for the Ramm 

Publishing House, which published the entire 

Talmud known as the Vilno Shass.  We hope 

you will make every effort to attend. 
 



  Tisha BõAv Service at Sharei Che-

sed 

Wednesday, July 29th, 8:00 p.m.  

 
Sharei Chesed is pleased to host Adath Jeshu-

run and Mayim Rabim Congregations at our 

Tisha BõAv service to be held at 8:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, July 29th, at Sharei Chesed Con-

gregation.  The service will begin with Minha 

followed by study and discussion to be led by 

Rabbi Harold Kravitz of Adath Jeshurun. 

 

Tisha BõAv is the saddest day on the Jewish 

calendar.  Many will fast on that day and/or 

reflect on the tragic events that have befallen 

our people, starting with the destruction of 

the First Temple in the year 586 B. C., the 

Second Temple in the year 70, the expulsion 

from Spain in 1492, and other tragedies to our 

day. 

 

Shaharit - morning service will be held at 7:30 

a.m., Thursday, July 30, at Sharei Chesed Con-

gregation. 

 

Please come and join our congregation and 

friends and neighbors. 
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If I forget 

you, O 

Jerusalem, 

let my 

right hand 

forget its 

cunning. 
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Welcoming Shabbat with Music ñ

Friday, July 31, 2009, 6:30 p.m.  
 

New at Sharei Chesed Congregation - 

Music to precede Friday Night Service! 

 

In honor of Shabbat Nahamu, the 

Shabbat of Comfort and Consolation, 

which always follows Tisha BõAv, 

Amanda and Berek Awend will lead 

us in Israeli and Shabbat songs pre-

ceding the Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 

6:30 p.m., Friday, July  31, 2009.  Come and par-

ticipate in welcoming the Shabbat by our lake, 

enjoy a traditional Shabbat Dinner and a presen-

tation by Josh and Robyn Awend on their re-

cent trip to the Czech Republic and Lithuania. 

 

The Friday Night service will be led by Amanda 

and her mother, Cheryl Lane, from Nashville, 

Tennessee.      

 

The cost for the dinner is $7.50 per person.  

Please call in your reservation by Tuesday,  

July 28, 2009 -(763) 545-8800. 



Upcoming Family Workshops Offered by  

Jewish Family and Childrenõs Services 
 

August 3ñFamily Financial Realities 

òMom/Dad, I really, REALLY need an iPod:  Talking with Kids 

about Family Financial Realities, will examine the tough issues 

of saying ònoó and deciding how much information to share 

with kids without causing worry.  Rudnick will navigate these 

tricky issues with attendees. 

 

September 15 - òLuck is No Accidentó 

Will be led by Leah Temkin, M. Ed., Career Development 

Manager.  Sheõll talk about how to make the most of coinci-

dences, which can often lead to unexpected life changes and 

choices in career directions. 

 

Workshop Location and Registration  

 

All Sessions:  6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  
 

All workshops will be at:  

Sabes Jewish Community Center 

4330 S. Cedar Lake Road 

St. Louis Park, MN  55416 
 

Register On -line:  www.jfcsmpls.org/news/calendar.htm ð

Embracing Change headline 
 

Childcare:  Call Cari Tschida at 

952-381-3418 
 

More Information:  Margie Earhart - 

952-542-4815 / mearhart@jfcsmpls.org 
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Progress Report on our Building . . .  

 

The Sanctuary  

 

The heavy brass boards containing the thou-

sands of memorial plaques have now been in-

stalled in our sanctuary.  Smaller wooden 

boards are also being used to install many me-

morial plaques that were taken from boards 

that could not be accommodated, because of 

lack of wall space.  All are displayed in a re-

spectful and attractive way. 

 

The Kitchen  

 

We are very proud of the end result.  It is all 

new.  The room is bright, clean and easy to 

maintain.  The stainless steel sinks, tables and 

shelving meet all the city codes.  Our thanks 

and appreciation to Dimitry Gingauz who un-

dertook a challenging task of installing commer-

cial grade wall covering.  Thank you also to his 

assistants, Richard Berman, Jerry Kern and 

Scott Robertson, and to Momy and Cindy Ben-

zaquen. 

Volunteers at work ...  
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The Restrooms  

 

Our members appreciate the fact that now, they 

no longer have to go downstairs to use the rest-

rooms.  Brand new restrooms have now been 

completed on the main level.  They meet the 

ADA requirements and are easy to maintain.  We 

are grateful to Lisa Lurie, Phillip and Maxine Kar-

ter, Henni, Graham, Nova and Aviv Ettedgui, Lev 

Gringauz, Momy and Cindy for the excellent job 

in painting the restrooms and hallways. 

Rabbi Ettedgui 

and his son,  

Richard Berman 

Top L to R:  Momy 

Benzaquen, Rabbi  

Ettedgui, Richard  

Berman 

Bottom:  Phillip  

Karter 

Back: Dmitry 

Gringauz 

Front::  Momy 

Benzaquen 


