
  

 

Prayers and Celebrations 
It feels great to be in our new home. By now we have had 

the opportunity to celebrate holidays and family events.  

We have been able to accommodate our Annual Family Ha-

nukah Dinner, a Bris, a Bar Mitzvah and many celebrations.  

Everyone has been impressed by the intimate and comfort-

able Sanctuary and by the great lake view.   

Torah Study  We are pleased by the increase in the number 

of participants in our Talmud class on Tuesday evenings.  

New students have also joined Uri Koppelõs Hebrew lan-

guage class, which meets after Kiddush on Shabbat afternoon. 

Israel and Her Neighbors   As a congregation, we have been following closely the 

Operation in Gaza and prayed for peace. We supported Israel for doing what it 

had to do in order to stop the daily attacks against its people. We now observe 

with sadness the on-going attacks and accusations against Israel, coming from all 

kinds of places, especially from the United Nations and European countries. For 

more than two years, these people ignored Israelõs plight while civilians in South-

ern Israel were under constant rocket attacks. What is even more disturbing is the 

silence of these same quarters as Hamas continues to state openly that they will 

continue to bring in weapons into Gaza. 

Please make Sharei Chesed an important place in your life, by attending daily 

and Shabbat services. 

Please Come to Shul  

Daily: 5:30  p. m. - Torah Study 

 5:45  p. m. - Minha/Maariv 

Sundays: 9:00  a. m. - Shaharit followed by breakfast 

Saturday:  9:30  a. m. - Shaharit  followed by Kiddush/lunch 

Saturday;  1:00 p. m. -  Ivrit Study with Uri Koppel 

Tuesdays: 6:00 p. m. -  Talmud Study with Rabbi Ettedgui 
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I donõt know about you, 

but every time I walk into 

our Sanctuary, I get the 

warmest feeling é 

maybe, itõs seeing the 

trees and lake upon en-

tering, or the cozy wood 

paneling and sheer sim-

plicity of the room.  

What really makes it 

special are the people.  

Hearing prayers being 

sung, the Rabbi ex-

pounding about a verse 

in the Torah, seeing 

young kids running 

about, or tasting a treat 

following services on 

Shabbat. A year ago, 

we still had nothing but a 

hope and a dream, but 

through the hard work 

and diligent efforts of 

some very special peo-

ple, we are here and 

getting settled nicely.  

Look how far weõve come 

é 

The annual picnic and 

High holiday services 

were a great success, so 

was the Hanukah din-

neré all first time events 

in our new home. Since 

then, weõve celebrated 

two life cycle events: a 

Bris held by Jayme and 

Kaylene Stoller for their 

son Noah in mid-

December and Ivan Car-

rierõs Bar Mitzvah just a 

few weeks ago. Each 

and every time there was 

a spirit of Yiddishkeit 

and pride, a feeling that 

what we were doing was 

right and proper.  

We have had guest 

speakers shedding light 

about whatõs going on in 

Cuba, as well as hearing 

poetry recited by Jamee 

Chanen from her newly 

published book, òRuby 

Slippersó. (Coming this 

March, yours truly will be 

teaching a four-week 

course in beginning con-

versational Yiddish.) Our 

work goes on é 

We are on the verge of 

completing the kitchen 

and bathrooms. That 

should complete the 

physical portion of our 

building. In the meantime, 

we are holding weekly 

learning sessions with the 

Rabbi that are insightful 

and interesting; not to 

mention the gourmet 

treats provided by 

Francelyne Lurie. Thanks 

to Gregory Gittsovich 

donating a digital pro-

jector, we will be able to 

show movies and enter-

tain our membership.  

Somehow, with the push 

of a button a movie 

screen will magically ap-

pear. Our minyans are 

being well attended, with 

time for a pearl or two 

of wisdom offered by 

Rabbi Ettedgui. 

More and more, every 

day and in every way 

Sharei Chesed is blos-

soming. But the song is till 

the same:  It Canõt Be 

Done Without YOU é 

In this turbulent world, let 

Sharei Chesed be our 

harbor from troubled 

waters. People ask me 

why I go so much...why 

do I get so excited?    

Message from the PresidentñSol Awend 
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The answer is simple: I give 

thanks: thanks for being 

who I am, where I am, and 

what I have.   

Thanks for a Rabbi that 

inspires me to be a better 

person, thanks for the wis-

dom of members who re-

mind us of what the Old 

Country must have been 

like before World War II,  

and thanks to our member-

Veterans who fought for 

our freedom.   

We recently celebrated Tu 

BõShevat and that means 

one thing: Spring is not far 

behind.  We will be hold-

ing our annual Seder hon-

oring this holiday and 

hope you will attend. I just 

wanted to drop you a line 

and let you know how I 

felt, along with hopes of 

seeing you soon. Itõs cold 

outside ...come in where itõs 

warm and enjoy the com-

pany. 
A Course in YiddishñThe Mameõloshen 
      
Come and learn conversational Yiddish! Sol Awend will teach you how to com-

municate in Yiddish. Our four week course will teach you how to ask for money, 

as well as cursing out your Mother-In-Law, and all points in between. Sol grew 

up speaking Yiddish and has an excellent mastery of this wonderful language.  

òYouõll plahtz with laughter, and qvell with joy éó 

When:  7:00 p.m. Thursday Evenings, March 5, 12, 19, 26, 2009 

Cost:  $20.00 for the four sessions.  Scholarships available 



Noga Shavit, Israelõs Shlicha (representative) 

to the Twin Cities, will discuss the recent Israeli 

elections and the changes they may bring.  

Noga is a dynamic speaker who has a tre-

mendous knowledge of what is happening in 

Israel and in the world political arenas, as we 

all continue to pray for peace and stability 

for our people. 

When: Shabbat, February 28, 2009      

 during morning services and the  

 Kiddush that follows 

 Services begin at 9:30 a.m. 

Noga was born in Tel Aviv and served in the 

IDF Intelligence Corps.  She received her BA 

(in Middle Eastern Studies) and MA (in Secu-

rity Studies) from Tel Aviv University as well 

as a diploma in Conflict Resolution and a di-

ploma in Information Studies which she ob-

tained from the Technion. While in school, she 

worked as a teaching assistant in the Depart-

ment of Political Science at Tel Aviv University 

and at the Open University. After graduation, 

she worked for eight years at Center for Edu-

cational Technology, Israelõs largest educa-

tional NGO. Before becoming a Shlicha, she 

worked as the Director for Resource Develop-

ment at NATAL, Israel Trauma Center for Vic-

tims of Terror and War. Noga is married to 

Gabi and has two children:  Yonatan, 10 and 

Nimrod, 5. 

Changing of the Guard 
     BY JERRY KERN 

Yes, all the hard work generated by 

Francelyne, Rabbi Ettedgui, Myrna Orensten, 

President Awend, Momy/Cindy Benzaquen, 

Dmitry Gringauz and many others to get our 

new Sanctuary where it is today was defi-

nitely evident, with each of them contributing 

their expertise in one form or another.  

But in Francelyneõs case,  her special attention 

to décor, details and labor-of-love to beau-

tify our Synagogue definitely stood out in my 

eyes. This just happens to be one of 

Francelyneõs many talents. 

Another noticeable quality in Francelyne is 

that she recognizes the importance of image.  

For our congregation to expand, we must  

stand out. How we get there is in our own 

òuniqueó way and especially upon first im-

pression. Francelyne understands these two 

attributes òto a tee.ó 

I can still remember how I felt when I encoun-

tered MY first impression of the Shulñnice 

décor, comfortable, clean, organized, 

friendly, welcoming and with delicious food to 

boot. I remember saying to myself: òIõm 

home.ó 

I thank Francelyne for helping me find my 

new home at the Sharei Chesed. Her magic 

touch most definitely persuaded me to join 

and I believe it will also persuade many 

more. 

Recently our Shul experienced a change in the 

guard, so to speak, when Francelyne Lurie 

stepped down as President of Sharei Chesed 

and handed the reigns over to Sol Awend.  

This triggered an almost instant reaction in me 

to reminisce where Sharei Chesed is today 

versus July, 2008 when I joined. 

I started thinking of my first Shabbat at 

Sharei Chesed when I noticed something right 

away.  Although we were a small group, a 

great deal of effort was put into making our 

little make-shift Shul downstairs é nice. 

Then I encountered my first Shabbat Kiddush.  

Again, much care was put into providing a 

comfortable place to eat as well as a deli-

cious variety of food and beverages.  I re-

member thinking: òThis is é nice.ó 

And as time progressed and the new Shul was 

finished in time for Rosh Hashanah, I again 

watched as great care was put into the con-

struction, colors, décor, flowers and first im-

pression as you walked through the Syna-

gogueõs door.   

Most recently our Synagogue hosted its first 

Bar Mitzvah and even the non-member par-

ticipants took notice of our special Shul. One 

family member even went so far as to say:  

òThis Bar Mitzvah couldnõt have been more 

perfect.ó 
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Saturday, January 24th, Tevet 28, proved to be a 

memorable occasion when Ivan Carrier, son of Devorah 

Shapiro and John Carrier, was called up to the  Bimah 

for his Bar Mitzvah - the first ever celebrated at our new 

Shul.  More than 100 people attended the event. 

Ivan did a marvelous job of chanting his portion of the 

Torah and Haftorah.  All immediate family members re-

ceived an aliyah in one form or another. 

One of the most heart-felt moments happened when Devorah presented Ivan with 

a beautiful Tallit.  It belonged to Devorahõs late father, Joseph Shapiro, and she 

couldnõt have picked a more special time for Ivan to inherit this prized possession.   

Devorah spoke of the void felt by the family since the passing of her father a 

few months ago.  Josephõs presence was felt as Ivan wore his Tallit throughout the 

service.  Joseph would have been very proud of his grandson. 

Ivanõs young friends ended the services by singing a delightful Adon Olam and 

soon after, as if by magic, the Shul was converted to a nicely arranged eating 

hall. 

Ivanõs Bar Mitzvah buffet also came with a nice surprise.  Jamee Channen, a pub-

lished author, delighted the crowd by reading many excerpts from her poetry 

book òRuby Slippersó. 

All in all it was a terrific celebration.  But the greatest compliment to the event 

came shortly after the Bar Mitzvah boy was pummeled with soft candies.  Thatõs 

when one of the family members said to the audience:  òThis Bar Mitzvah couldnõt 

have been more perfect and I couldnõt think of a nicer place to have it.ó 

Sharei Chesed Hosts First Bar Mitzvah 
     BY JERRY KERN 

IVAN DID A 

MARVELOUS JOB 

OF CHANTING 

HIS PORTION OF 

THE TORAH AND 

HAFTORAH 
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The First Seder this year is Wednesday evening, April 8, 2009. At Sharei Chesed, 

we will continue our tradition of preparing Kosher Food Packages for distribution 

to members and friends who could use our help. This year, because of the eco-

nomic conditions, and the high cost of Pesach food, we believe that there will be 

greater demand for such a service. 

How you can help... 

1. Send a check to our Shul earmarked for Maot Hittim 

and it will be used for this purpose only- providing Ko-

sher Food Packages to those in need. 

2. Come and help us prepare the packages and/or help 

deliver them to the homes the week of March 30th.  

Please watch your mail for further information. 

Pesach is Coming 
     BY RABBI AVRAHAM ETTEDGUI 

Pesach  



Hanukah Dinner and 

Tribute to FrancelyneñA 

great success. More than 

one hundred members 

and friends of Sharei 

Chesedõs congregation 

came together to 

celebrate Hanukah 

and honor 

Francelyne Lurie for 

her service to our 

Shul. The Sanctuary/

Social Hall was 

beautifully deco-

rated with Hanukah 

displays and re-

flected the labor of love 

by many individuals from 

our congregation who 

spent many hours ar-

ranging the tables and 

chairs, and decorating 

the walls and ceiling.  

They included Sol 

Awend, Francelyne Lurie, 

Nina Furman, Cindy and 

Momy Benzaquen, Lee 

Reinharz, Cindy Neff, 

Corrine Toretsky, Lev 

Gringauz, Marilyn Ren-

strom and Terry 

Schwartz. 

Entertainment was pro-

vided by Mark Stillman 

and members of the con-

gregation. Richard Lurie 

delighted the audience 

with his rendition of òI am 

My Own Grandfatheró, 

Morey and Lewis Miller 

brought their own unique 

comedy to the stage, and 

Sam Goldstein led eve-

ryone in the song òWe 

Will Rock You.ó 

Sol Awend, President, 

welcomed everyone and 

thanked Francelyne for her 

many years of service. He 

also read a letter from Jack 

Moskowitz, who was unable 

to attend. Jack expressed 

his and the congregationõs 

thanks as well as apprecia-

tion to Francelyne, for her 

work on behalf of the con-

gregation. Testimonials to 

Francelyne were also made 

by Rita Grinberg and her 

children, Linda, Lysa and 

Cindy.   

President Awend presented 

Francelyne with a beautiful 

Kiddush set. Francelyne 

thanked the congregation 

for the gift and for the 

heartwarming expressions of 

appreciation. Mazal Tov to 

Francelyne and Richard and 

our thanks and gratitude to 

the participants and all 

those who sent contributions 

towards the Hanukah Dinner! 

Sharei Chesed has entered the information age!!  Our website,  

www.shareichesed.org  

is your one-stop location for everything you want to know about whatõs happen-

ing at the synagogueñschedule of services, special events and more. 

While youõre there, be sure to check out our new òEducation Pageó with informa-

tion on current and upcoming classesñincluding our new Yiddish class that begins 

in February! 

Easy to use and easy to remember ñ  www.shareichesed.org 

Hanukah Party Offers Many Delights 

We Look Forward To Seeing You! 
     BY BERNIE MILLER 
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The party began with 

lighting the Hanukah 

candles. Rabbi Ettedgui then 

led the Minha and Maariv 

services which preceded an 

evening of songs, games, 

awards and laughter. 

Richard Lurie 


