
Message from Rabbi Ettedgui 
Dear Friends, 

 

The winter this far, has been tough on 

everyone, even on those who look for 

snow for their livelihood. Plow drivers 

donôt get much rest and they donôt 

know what to do with all the snow. 

To the credit of our hardy Sharei  

Chesed ódavenersô, we have had a good  

attendance on every Shabbat. 

 

The month of Shevat has just begun, so 

you know that Spring will be here soon.  

Please join us on Shabbat, January 22, 

as we celebrate Tu Bishvat, the Festival 

of Trees with a Tu Bishvat Seder, with  

various fruits, songs and readings. We 

will also be observing the birthdays of 

several members on that day. 

 

Those present at the recent Bônai  

Mitzvah celebrations at Sharei Chesed 

of Mark Kerbel and Marc Daniels were 

moved by the unique situations they 

each represented. 

For the Kerbel family, it was the first 

Bar Mitzvah in 113 years. Mark  

mastered the Hebrew, read from the  

Torah and chanted the Haftarah,  

making his family and congregation 

very proud. 

A summary of Sasha Kerbelôs talk to 

his son Mark appears on page 3. It is a 

testimony to the Jewish spark and spirit 

that remained in the hearts of our  

people from the Former Soviet  

Union, even after generations of  

religious oppression. 

 

Marc Daniels who looked pretty big 

and mature for a Bar Mitzvah boy, 

told the congregation that he is 15 

years old. He shared his unique 

story, why the wait. He grew up in  

Dubuque, Iowa and became  

interested in becoming a Bar  

Mitzvah on his own initiative. He 

commuted frequently for over a year 

from Dubuque to study with Uri 

Koppel at Sharei Chesed.  He made 

his grandparents, parents and family 

very proud, as he read from the  

Torah and chanted his Haftarah. 

 

We are gratified by the fact that our 

little Shul has been able to touch the 

lives of so many. We hope to  

continue to deserve the trust and the 

generous support of our friends and 

members. 

 

Come to Shul and warm your spirit. 

 

Avraham Ettedgui 
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Please join us. 

 

Shabbat Jan. 22 

Tu Bishvat Seder 

 

Shabbat Family  

Dinner & Service 

 

Friday Feb. 4 

6:30 pm 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Dinner and Guest 

Speakers 

Judy & Jerry  

Ingber 
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Co-Presidentõs Message 
By Bernie Miller 

.ñYou are not required to complete the 

task, yet you are not free to withdraw 

from it.ò (Pirkei Avot, 2:21) 

 

Shalom Aleichem! 
 

We read the above passage, attributed to 

Rabbi Tarfon, from Ethics of the Fathers 

each year between Pesach and Shavuot.  

For me, it has great meaning, from the 

smallest arenas of life to issues of global 

proportions. 
 

Every day, we are bombarded with news 

about problems that seem so  

overwhelming that our natural response 

would be to shut down a part of ourselves 

inside and say, ñItôs hopeless ï thereôs 

nothing I can do about it.ò  Even in our 

personal day-to-day lives, there are so 

many things requiring our attention that it 

can feel impossible to do justice to all of 

them.  But the wisdom of Rabbi Tarfon is 

just as applicable today as it was when he 

first spoke those words 1900 years ago. 
 

G-d truly does not require us to be  

supermen and superwomen ï just to do 

that which we are capable of doing, and 

to do it to the best of our ability.  We 

canôt all, for example, make aliyah to 

Eretz Yisrael to help make our homeland 

strong, but we can, for example, donate to 

a favorite Jewish charity so that they can 

help do the work on our behalf.  We canôt 

all personally take up arms against those who 

would wish to see us destroyed, but we can 

write to our elected Senators and Representa-

tives in the Congress and tell them to support 

Israel (and yes, they really do read our letters 

and listen to what we have to say). 
 

Closer to home, we canôt all be in shul for 

every single service, but even coming once a 

week or when thereôs a Yahrzeit to be  

observed makes a difference.  We are  

fortunate to have wonderful people in our 

congregation who can see what needs to be 

done and just get right in there and do it 

(some of whom youôll read about later in this    

issue).  Whether itôs giving someone a ride,      

contributing a few dollars in memory of a 

loved one, or even just clearing away a few 

dishes after a Kiddush luncheon, it all makes 

a difference. 
 

Let us resolve as we begin the secular new 

year of 2011 to make Sharei Chesed better 

with each passing day by doing what we can 

for our synagogue and for our fellow  

congregants.  We may not finish the task, but 

everything we do will make our congregation 

better than it was before ï and will, G-d  

willing, help to guarantee our existence far 

out into the future. 
 

BôShalom, 

Bernie Miller 
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Purim comes to remind us to look with optimism to the future.   

There are four Mitzvots we can fulfill on Purim:  Reading or Hearing the Megillah, Sending Mishloah Manot - 

Exchange of food items with friends, Give Matanot Lawevyonim - Gifts to those in need, Have a Seudah - 

Enjoy a festive Purim Meal.  We invite you to join us for the Purim Celebration: 

When:  Saturday, March 19, 2011  

Time:   7:30 p.m. 

Where:               Sharei Chesed Congregation 

  1712 Hopkins Crossroad 

Program:  Megillah Reading, Music, Masquerade Party 

Prizes:     For all children and for all who come in costumes  

Refreshments:  Hamentashen and all Purim Trimmings 

Purim is HereñBe Happy! 



with my mother, who lived with us  

after my father passed away.  We had a 

son, Chuck, in Jan. 1952 & daughter, 

Barb, in Dec. 1957.  Chuck had the first 

member Bar Mitzvah in Jan. 1966 at the 

new shul in St. Louis Park.  We moved 

to Sumter Ave. in St. Louis Park in 

1968.  We were very involved at the 

shul since we lived 2 blocks away.  The 

years went by and both of our children 

got married.  Then we began our most 

important jobs of our lives.  We became 

Baubie & Zaydie.  Our first grandson, 

Matthew, was born in Madison, WI.  

Barb didnôt know of a mohel so Rabbi 

Sektor performed the bris in WI.  When 

Willie died in 1998, I  took over his 

place on the Board of Directors where 

Iôm still a member.  I now have 5  

grandchildren: Matthew, Andrew, Evan, 

Aleah and Shayna. 

I moved to Knollwood Place in 2006 

and am the Vice President of Council.  I 

attend Mitzvah Making classes, knit 

shawls for Sholom Home, am a  

I was born January 22, 

1919 to Charles & 

Fannie Shapiro. My 

siblings were Harry, 

Ann and Eve. I am 

now the only living 

member of the Shapiro 

Family. We lived in a 

tenement and I went to 

Jackson, Clay & Adams Elementary,  

Phillips Jr. High & South High School 

where I graduated in 1936.  I also went to 

the South Side Talmud Torah, having to 

cross the railroad tracks, and graduated  

Elementary Hebrew School at 15 with 10 

other students. Some winters we didnôt have 

class because there wasnôt money to buy 

coal for heat.  My first job was for Dr. S. 

Rosen and Dr. M. Strauss. I worked at 

Franklin Fruit and then Arnold Alben, until 

I retired at 66 years old.  I married William 

Salloway, ñMay he rest in Peaceò, in Jan. 

1947.  He wanted to go to the Gemelus 

Chesed Synagogue, with Rabbi Sektor, 

ñMay he rest in Peaceò.  We walked to shul 
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 Excerpts from Sasha Kerbelõs presentation at his son Markõs Bar Mitzvah  

Naomi Salloway-Long-life Member of Sharei Chesed 

Today is a very happy day for our family as 

we celebrate Markôs Bar-Mitzvah. It is a 

unique celebration for us, since the last Bar-

Mitzvah in our family took place many 

years ago, to be exact 113 years ago in 

1897. That year my grandfather - whom I 

remember very well - had his Bar Mitzvah. 

I come from a large family. Unfortunately 

most of that family was killed during the 

second war. But not everything  has disap-

peared. 

There were people and things that were part 

of my life that came from old, pre-war, pre-

revolution  time. I remember my grand-

fatherôs prayer books, his tallit, and I  

remember him praying in a strange  

language, that  was not Yiddish, the  

language that my grandparents used at 

home. 

Of course they tried not to tell me too 

much. I knew that I was not supposed to say 

in school that my grandfather was praying. 

You see, everything Jewish was forbidden 

at this time in Soviet Union.  So, I never 

learned Hebrew, never read Torah, and for 

all practical purposes I was supposed to 

become another Soviet Citizen which would 

family whom I knew as a little boy  

somehow are here with us today.    

This is all due to Markôs decision to 

have a Bar Mitzvah.  It created some 

kind of a connection between the 

world of my grandparents, a small 

Ukrainian town of 19 century, that 

has been long gone, and an  

American Midwest suburb of 21 

century.  

This morning Mom and I would like 

to tell you, Mark, how proud we are 

of you.  You have made a difference 

in our lives as you have brought us 

close to our Jewish roots, and 

brought Judaism into our lives. 

We pray that you will always be as 

positive as you have been through-

out the years. 

In your Torah reading today, you 

read about Godôs blessings to Jacob 

as he was going on his journey. We 

pray that those blessing  be upon 

you, as you move into the age of  

responsibility as Bar Mitzvah.  

We love you very much. 

stay away from religion in general, and from 

his Jewish identity in particular.  And it did 

work to a big extent. Although, my Soviet 

passport  would not let me nor everyone else  

forget that I am Jewish, I never went to a 

Synagogue, never  learned a word of Hebrew 

and have never seen a scroll of Torah like the 

one we have here. And the same was true of 

most of my Jewish friends and family, starting 

with the generation of my parents. 

I am the second generation growing up with no 

religion. I did not consider it for myself, for 

my family, for my children.  It just was not a 

part of our life back in Soviet Union, and was 

not really a significant part of our lives even 

when we came to America.  That is until Mark 

told us, that he would like to have a Bar-

Mitzvah.  It was unexpected,  and as we fig-

ured out not an easy thing to do.  After all, we 

were all strangers to this.  It would not have 

been possible without this wonderful  

congregation, Rabbi Ettedgui, Uri Koppel and 

everyone else who helped Mark and created a 

very kind and warm environment for the 

whole family.  And here we are today as a 

result of all this effort.  And I feel that all those 

wonderful people from my grandfatherôs  

 

greeter, set up for birthday 

parties and was in the movie, 

ñA Serious Manò.  Thanks to 

Corrine, Cindy, Francelyne, 

Beryl & Sol who drive me to 

Board meetings at Sharei 

Chesed.  Iôve had many  

Rabbis in all my years at 

Sharei Chesed, but none of 

them compare to  

Rabbi Ettedgui.   

 

Thank G-d, Iôm still hanging 

in at 92 years of age.   
   



Our annual Hanukah Dinner 

and Talent Show was a great 

success!   

Almost one hundred members 

and friends of Sharei Chesedôs             

Congregation came together to 

celebrate Hanukah. The    

Sanctuary/Social Hall was 

beautifully decorated and    

reflected the labor of love by 

many individuals from our        

congregation.  They included: 

Francelyne Lurie, Cindy and 

Momy Benzaquen, and Lee 

Reinharz. 

The Hanukeah was lit by all 

the children and entertainment 

was provided by members of 

the congregation.  Joy Gordon 

delighted the audience with her 

story telling, Morey and Lewis 

Miller, and Swede told a few  

 

jokes and all the children took turns 

showing us their special talents. 

Co-Presidents, Bernie Miller and 

Terry Schwartz welcomed everyone 

and thanked our wonderful      

members that stepped in and helped 

with preparing, serving and     

cleaning up when the caterer    

couldnôt make it. Todah Rabbah  

Francelyne Lurie who together 

with, Gail Kenton, Patricia Kenton, 

Cindy Neff, Corrine Toretsky, and 

Cindy and Momy Benzaquen!  

Our special thanks and gratitude go 

to the participants and all those who 

sent contributions towards the    

Hanukah Dinner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candle Lighting 

Times 

 

 

Jan. 7        4:30 p.m. 

 

Jan. 14      4:38 p.m. 

 

Jan. 21      4:47 p.m. 

 

Jan. 28      4:57 p.m. 

 

Feb. 4       5:06 p.m. 

 

Feb. 11      5:17 p.m. 

 

Feb. 18      5:26 p.m. 

 

Feb. 25      5:36 p.m. 

 

Mar. 4       5:46 p.m. 

 

Mar. 11     5:55 p.m. 

 

Mar. 18     7:04 p.m. 

 

Mar. 25     7:13 p.m. 
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