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Message From  

Rabbi Ettedgui  

Dear Friends, 

 

 

As we conclude the Jewish year of 

5770, I wish to take this opportunity 

to thank you for making 5770 a great 

year for Sharei Chesed Congregation. 
 

We are gratified by the many happy 

milestones we observed this past 

year.  Our members celebrated 

births, birthdays, anniversaries,  

engagements, marriages, young and 

adult Bõnai Mitzvah, recoveries from  

serious illnesses, Holiday dinners and 

Shabbat dinners, guest speakers and 

delicious Kidushim.  We concluded 

the year with a special birthday, a 

Brit, a Baby Naming, a Bar Mitzvah 

and a Wedding.  These events made 

the year enjoyable and inspiring. 

We were also saddened, by the  

passing of several dear and close 

members of our congregation. 

 

During this month of Elul, we sound the 

Shofar everyday at the conclusion of the 

Shaharit service.  It reminds us of the 

fast approaching end of the year and the 

beginning of a New Year.  Are you 

ready?  We are ready to welcome you 
and we hope that you will find our  

services inspiring and meaningful. 

 

May it be for you, for your family and for 

our people a year of health and happi-

ness, and a year of Shalom. 

 

 
 

Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui 



In case you hadnõt heard, my term as 

your President is up this month, and I 

just wanted to thank you for your 

support and cooperationé 

 

Stepping in will be a long time and  

respected member of our  
congregation who has made his  

presence known on quite a few  

occasions.  On one occasion he was 

dressed as a gorilla, other times as 

Vito the Enforcer and this year as 

Chef Boyardee.   

 

Thatõs right, Bernie Miller. 

 

He, along with Terry Schwartz will 

take over the helm. Between them I 

know the synagogue will be in good 

hands, and their wisdom and business 

sense will greatly benefit us. 

 

Even though Terry comes across as 

the strong silent type, heõs no push 

over. Iõve seen him stand up for what 

he believed and stuck to his guns.  In 

meeting the opposition he told it like 

it was, in no uncertain terms, and 

made his point clear. Most of the time 

the opposition understood him and 

even agreed with him.  Heõs a hard 

worker and loves the shul.  Come by 

some morning and youõll see him  

cutting the grass to help the syna-

gogue save money.  

 

Bernie?  The guyõs brilliant. 

He designed our website.  Go to 

Sharei Chesed.com and see how easy 

it is to use.  Bernie works at the  

University of Minnesota in their  

computer programming department, 

and pretty much sees to it that it all 
works right.  And can he singé  

Come Shabbat mornings when heõs 

there and youõll find yourself  

enthused by his wonderful chanting. 

 

Both Terry and Bernie take their  

Yiddishkeit seriously and live the life 

of decent Jews; working hard and 

doing whatõs right.   

 

Me?  Iõll still be there glad-handing 

new comers and anyone else coming 

through the door.  Iõve been to too 

many cold, frozen synagogues where 

no one ever came over to ask why I 

was there.  

 

Everybody comes here and becomes 

a member for a reason.  Cantor 

Markovits talked me into attending a 

few minyanim, and the next thing you 

know I became president.  Boy was 

Berle Richman relieved. 

 

I have been a member at the other 

big three congregations and wound 

up here because they spoke Yiddish 

a lot.  And there was no pomp and 

circumstance; the membership could 

spot a phony a mile away.  

Message From the President 
     By Sol Awend 
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I remember Willy Salloway standing at the back of 

small chapel on Sunday mornings, a smile on his face 

because the eggs were cooked just right.   I remem-

ber Nachman Zevelev and the great times we had 

laughing at each othersõ stories, speaking Yiddish.  I 

remember meeting Frank and Frieda Schochet for 

the first time; no pomp and circumstance, but real 

dignity.  You could tell he was a 

bala-booz, and his wife a true bala-boosteó .  

 

I remember Dr. Jonas, Max Weingarten and Ruth 

and Bernie Abzug.  And I remember how happy I 

was, seeing Rabbi Ettedgui when he agreed to  

become our Rabbi, and how interesting he made 

services; and how much fun.  And Corrine Toret-

sky and Naomi Salloway, such wonderful ladies.   

And  

I remember when Lee Reinharz first came to 

work here.  And the first newsletter Conella 

printed; and the first time I met Jerry Kern, and 

Sue Wassermanéthe list goes oné   

I rememberéand you have memories too, that 

go way, way back.  Well itõs more important now 

than ever to sustain our congregation and make 

sure you support the new presidents.   

 Weõve got a great thing  

goingéletõs keep it that way!  

Sol Awend Continued ...  

Are you familiar with the deceased, Falk and Sophie 

Adlin, of blessed memoryéor their 

family?  How about Mendel, Sarah and Nathan  

Fefercorn, of blessed memoryé.or any of their rela-

tives? 

 

These 5 people are honored by 5 plaques on the 

walls of Sharei Chesed, but we have no current rela-

tive or friend assigned to theméno one to contact 

with yahrzeit reminders.  No one to alert, that the 

plaque exists, so the person can be honored. 

 

And, they are among approximately 574 plaques 

that have no known family member in the congrega-

tion! 

 

The Plaque Committee has created a listing of all 

the plaques (to date, 1022 plaques), each assigned a 

(locator number section. column. row) and matched 

with congregation members.  Now, we have an op-

portunity to find a current contact (relative or 

friend of the deceased) and invite them to Sharei 

Chesed to see the beautiful display of plaques and 

honor the memory of the deceased. 

 

We plan to start searching for the relatives of the 

unsupported plaques, but it isnõt an easy task.  

Want to help??  Call the office to receive a list of 

those plaques òsearching for a current relativeó!  

We would very much appreciate your support. 

 

Sincerely,  

the Plaque Committee 

 

FYI:  here are the locations of the 5 plaques 

mentioned above: 

Falk Adlin 6.1.1. (section 6, column 1, row 1) 

Sophie Adlin 6.1.3. 

Mendel Fefercorn 6.1.13. 

Sarah Fefercorn 6.1.15 

Nathan Fefercorn 19.1.2. 

Plaque Project Update 
 By Sue Wasserman 
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Some 20 years ago, Sol Awend came to Sharei 

Chesed and liked what he saw. 

 

As a Yiddish speaker he enjoyed shmoozing 

with members who also loved the Yiddish lan-

guage and shared their stories in Litvak, or 

Roumanishe Yiddish.  Sol 
got involved , was active 

on the board and became 

its president.  I joined 

Sharei Chesed some ten 

years ago, when Sol was 

the president.  He contin-

ued his involvement and 

returned as president and 

co-president for the past 

three years. 

Sol is a humble person 

who is happy to delegate 

to others so that they too 

have ownership in the Shul 

and its activities.  He was  

instrumental in helping 

Sharei Chesed in its transi-

tion from St. Louis Park to 

Minnetonka and he contin-

ues to help in many ways. 

 

We thank his wife Susan, 

who was most gracious in 

sharing him with us, and  

allowing him to serve as 

president all these years. 

 

We are also gratified that his 

children and their spouses 

are also members of Sharei 
Chesed. Berek and Amanda Awend bring us 

the joy of 

music and singing whenever we call upon them.   

Josh and Robyn Awend have also volunteered 

and participated actively at Sharei Chesed.  We 

wish them Mazal Tov on the birth of their 

daughter Reese and welcome her as the young-

est and newest member to our Shul. 

 

At our Annual Meeting to be held 

on August 29, Sol will be recog-

nized for his many years of service 

to Sharei Chesed. Passing the 

gavel of presidency to Bernie 

Miller and Terry Schwartz does 

not mean the end of his involve-

ment.  We know that we can 

count on him for daily and Shab-

bat services, providing transporta-

tion, leading services and doing 

whatever is needed to continue 

to help Sharei Chesed Congrega-

tion. 

 

A new Sefardi Shofar which I  

purchased during my recent trip 

to Israel, will be presented to 

Sharei Chesed in honor of Sol and 

Sue Awend.  The new Shofar will 

be used this Rosh Hashanah. 

 

Todah Rabbah to Sol and Susan 

Awend. 

 

Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui 

Salute to a Dedicated Leader 
 By Rabbi Avraham Ettedgui 
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Sol holding New Shofar Donated in 

honor of Sol and Sue Awend 

Summer Edition 2010  



Please join us for the 

Sharei Chesed  

Congregation Picnic and 

Annual Meeting 

 

Sunday,  

August 29, 2010  

At Brookview Park  

 

200 Brookview Parkway, 

Golden Valley,  

(Just south of Hwy. 55 

on Winnetka) 

Music by Amanda & 

Berek Awend 

 

 

FUN, FOOD é and  

Annual Meeting  

Cost:  $10 per person 

$5 for children ages 6-12 

Children 5 & under Free 

Payable at the park or in 

advance by mail 

 

5:30 p.m.ñDusk   

Minyan at 5:45 p.m.  

 

Please RSVP by August 

18th  

 

by calling Lee at the  

synagogue (763-545-8800) 

 

Sharei Chesed Annual Meeting & Picnic 

Page 5 Summer Edition 2010  

When our family 

moved to 

Raõanana, Israel, 

we visited all the 

synagogues within walking dis-

tance (same block or few 

streets away!).  Of course, we 
chose not to go to those, but 

found our place with the Ki-

hillat Hod VõHadar, a congre-

gation in Kfar Saba, approx 4 

miles from our home. 

 
The members were just  

constructing their building, so 

initially services were held in a 

local school.  This make-shift  

environment added to the 

spirit of camaraderie.  We 
were welcomed as the mem-

bers told of their plans to build a 

shul; to be one of a very few con-

servative synagogues in Israel.  

For months, we attended ser-

vices in the school, and made 

wonderful friends.  You can  

imagine the excitement as the 

construction progressedéthe 

shul would be ready for Rosh  

Hashana! 

When Erev Rosh Hashana ar-

rived, the spirit and joy expressed 

by all who attended services was 

indescribable.  Everyone felt own-

ership for the building, the new 

year was indeed special, and we 

all expressed a heartfelt gratitude 

to experience the moment. 
And, with a little advance planning 

(some of us needed to be driven 

there, before sunseté), our fam-

ily walked home to Raõanana that 

evening.  We savored the spirit of 

a wonderful service with family 

and new friends in a shul, that 

actually wasé.within walking dis-

tance. 

 
Shalom, Sue and Mark 

Wasserman 

High Holiday Memory  
 By Sue Wasserman 

Inside the Shul today ...  


